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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 2777 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CARR, SHUM, NU 

SUBJECT: CHARITON CASE 

REF: MANAGUA 2724 

1 . IN A JUNE 15 CONVERSATION WITH SOMOZA, AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED CON- 
TINUING CONCERN OVER THE LACK OF PROGRESS ON THE CHARITON CASE. 

IN ADDITION TO US PRESS INTEREST, AMBASSADOR SAID HE HAD HEARD 
THAT A CONGRESSIONAL CAUCUS HAD FORMED TO STUDY THE CASE. HE REITERA- 
TED THAT IT WAS TO NEITHER GOVERNMENT'S ADVANTAGE TO PROLONG THE 
CASE. 

2. SOMOZA AGREED. HE LEFT TO PHONE HIS LAWYER, RETURNING TO 

SAY THAT THE LAWYER HAD SAID THAT THE MASAYA COURT WOULD DECIDE ON 
CHARITON S APPEAL WITHIN TWO WEEKS. BASED ON THAT, EITHER A JURY 
TRIAL WOULD FOLLOW OR CHARITON WOULD BE FREED. AMBASSADOR 
STRESSED THE NEED FOR A QUICK SOLUTION. SOMOZA AGREED AND SAID THAT 
WITHIN TWO WEEKS THE DECISION OF THE MASAYA COURT WOULD BE KNOWN. 

3. COMMENT: THIS MAY BE THE LONG-AWAITED INDICATION OF REAL PRO- 
GRESS. IF SOMOZA HAS INDEED BEGUN TO REALIZE THAT THE DAMAGE THIS CAS 
E 

IS DOING TO NICARAGUA'S IMAGE IS GREAT, THEN THE CASE COULD PROCEED 
SWIFTLY TO ITS CONCLUSION. HOWEVER, THE DEFENSE ALSO HAS THE ABILITY 
TO AFFECT THE PACE OF THE PROCEEDINGS. SOMOZA, IT SHOULD BE NOTED, 
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HAS NOT YET GIVEN ANY INDICATION AS TO WHAT RESULTS HE EXPECTS FROM 
THE VARIOUS COURT PROCEEDINGS. 

4. FOREIGN MINISTER QUINTANA, WHO HAD CALLED ON PRESIDENT SOMOZA 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE AMBASSADOR'S VISIT YESTERDAY, TOLD AMBASSADOR 
TODAY, JUNE 16, THAT LATTER'S DEMARCHE SEEMED TO HAVE BROKEN THE ICE 
WITH SOMOZA IN STIMULATING MORE RAPID PROGRESS TOWARD A SETTLEMENT 
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OF THE CHARITON AFFAIR. QUINTANA OPINED THAT THE MASAYA COURT WILL 
DISMISS THE CHARGES AGAINST CHARITON SHORTLY BUT CAUTIONED AGAINST 
INFORMING CHARITON OR THE LATTER'S ATTORNEY. 

5. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT DEPARTMENT NOT PASS QUINTANA'S COMMENTS 
TO CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRERS OR CHARITON S FAMILY AND FRIENDS AS YET. 

SOLAUN 
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